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CONTAINER DEPOSIT SCHEME 
Statement 

HON DR STEVE THOMAS (South West) [5.20 pm]: Madam President, on occasion it behoves me to assist the 
running of the chamber, and yourself, by taking a standing role in the Chair, as it were, for a brief time, which 
unfortunately prevents me from making a contribution to some of the debates. I was very keen to contribute today 
to the debate in private members’ business on the motion moved by Hon Dr Sally Talbot on a container deposit 
scheme, not so much on the substance of the debate, but because of my concern about the standard of debate. 
When I was a member of the place that shall not be named at the other end of this building, we often, let us say, 
were less than respectful of the operations of the Legislative Council. I have to say that in this particular example, 
we may have earned that criticism. It occurs to me that in the debate on that motion, we had a debate on a bill that 
passed the other place today. No doubt that debate will be repeated in a couple of weeks when that bill comes into 
this chamber. Therefore, if the Minister for Environment is so inclined, he could stand this afternoon and first and 
second-read into this chamber the debate on the bill that Hon Dr Sally Talbot was congratulating the government 
for, and which this house will debate in the not-too-distant future. Today, Hon Dr Sally Talbot had 15 minutes in 
which to make her presentation, and other members had 10 minutes each, in a debate that is restricted to one hour. 
When we get to the substantive motion and debate the bill, the Minister for Environment will have an unlimited 
time, as will the leaders of each opposition party, and every other member, including Hon Dr Sally Talbot, will 
have 45 minutes in which to discuss the bill. I would have thought that would be an appropriate time to discuss 
the container deposit legislation when it comes forward. 
I will make this comment to the backbench members of the Labor Party: I would rather see us go back to the 
motions moved by Hon Pierre Yang, which at least have a little substance to them and do not relate to bills that 
will come before this house imminently. In the motion moved today by Hon Dr Sally Talbot, we were wasting the 
processes of the house, because we will have exactly the same conversation, only much longer, when that bill 
comes into the house. So, come on, members of the Labor Party! It would certainly be a better use of the time of 
the Legislative Council if members of the Labor Party could find something that they are passionate about, perhaps 
even within their electorates, that they would like to debate. 
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